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Lessons from the Gospel of John (3): 

The Need of the Immoral—Life’s Satisfying 

Bible reading 

You may find it helpful to also read the entire case found in John 4:1-42. 

John 4:7, 13, 14, 24 

7 There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, Give Me something to drink. 

13 Jesus answered and said to her, Everyone who drinks of this water shall thirst again, 

14 But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall by no means thirst forever; but the 

water that I will give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into eternal life. 

24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truthfulness. 

Introduction 

The second case in the Gospel of John is that of an immoral, lower class woman. After regeneration, 

mankind’s next great need is for satisfaction. Because man is created as a vessel to contain the 

divine life, all mankind is thirsty to be filled with God as their content. In John chapter 4, Jesus 

revealed that this woman’s inner thirst could never be quenched by any material, psychological, 

or religious ‘water’. Only Himself as the living water can fully satisfy. Through contacting Him in 

her spirit, she drank Him as the living water, experienced eternal joy, and offered true worship 

to God. 

Bible study reading 

Please prayerfully read through the following portions of ministry related to this lesson. 

The thirst of this Samaritan woman had led her to many wrong things, such as having five husbands 

and living with a man who was not her husband. That was the kind of life she found herself in. 

She sought the physical things to satisfy her, but found only dissatisfaction. The six men represent 

the physical and material things, which could never satisfy people. 

The husbands of this woman are a sign. Christ should be the only husband. In 2 Corinthians 11, 

the apostle Paul told us that he has espoused us to Christ. In other words, he has engaged us to 

Christ. Christ is the real husband. But this woman had five husbands besides one other man. The 

reason this woman was wicked and immoral was because she was thirsty. Because her many 

husbands could not satisfy her, she remained dissatisfied. When the first husband did not 

satisfy her, she sought satisfaction from her second husband. But her second husband did 

not satisfy her inner thirst either. Then she married the third one, but this one also could not 

satisfy her; neither could her fourth and fifth husbands satisfy, because the living water was her 

only need. Regardless of how much she drank the earthly water in her many husbands, she still 

felt thirsty. Therefore, the Lord told her that whoever drinks of this water shall thirst again. Anyone 

who drinks the water of physical, religious, and traditional things will thirst again. Only the Lord 

Jesus has the living water that can quench our thirst. (Life-study of John, msg. 12, section 1) 

Listen to the Lord’s words about the matter of worship. “Jesus said to her, Woman, believe Me, 

an hour is coming when neither in this mountain nor in Jerusalem shall you worship the Father. 

https://online.recoveryversion.bible/BibleChapters.cfm?cid=72


 

You worship that which you do not know; we worship that which we know; for salvation is of the 

Jews. But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in 

spirit and reality; for the Father seeks such to worship Him. God is Spirit; and those who worship 

Him must worship in spirit and reality” (John 4:21-24). This word was given to instruct her regarding 

the need for exercising her spirit to contact God the Spirit. To contact God the Spirit with her 

spirit is to drink the living water, and to drink the living water is to render real worship to God. 

(Life-study of John, msg. 12, section 2) 

Going deeper 

Please read or listen to these materials for an in-depth study of this lesson. 

Further reading: 

Life-study of John, msg. 11 

The Key to Experiencing Christ—the Human Spirit 

Radio broadcast link: 

Broadcast 17, The Need of the Immoral—Life’s Satisfying (1) 

Footnotes from Recovery Version of the New Testament: 

John 4:13, footnote 1 

John 4:18, footnote 1 

John 4:24, footnotes 3-4 

1 Thessalonians 5:23, footnote 5 

Questions for personal or corporate study: 

References in brackets indicate readings or broadcasts that may be helpful in answering the questions. 

 What is the significance of the woman’s inner thirst and dissatisfaction as typified by ‘this 

water’ in John 4:13 and the five husbands? (Life-study of John, msg. 11) 

 What does it mean to worship God in spirit and truthfulness? (John 4:24, footnotes 2-4; 

The Key to Experiencing Christ—the Human Spirit) 

 What are the three ways to take the living water as shown in John 4:15-26? (Outline of 

the Gospel of John, Recovery Version of the New Testament) 

Next week 

The Need of the Dying—Life’s Healing 

Regardless of whether we have a respected, high standing in society like that of Nicodemus or have 

a lower status like that of the immoral Samaritan woman, our primary need is the same. In both 

cases, Jesus turned them from teaching and religious practices to the divine Spirit in our human 

spirit (John 3:6; 4:24). This crucial organ is the unique place where man can receive, contact, and 

experience God as the divine, eternal life for His expression. Next week we will see the third case. 

This concerns the son of a royal officer who was about to die. Although the royal officer begged 

the Lord Jesus to visit his sick son, He only had to speak the life-giving word and the boy was 

healed. Here, we can find a key principle in how to realise the healing capacity of this life. 

 

http://www.ministrybooks.org/AmanaDsp.cfm?id=4048
http://www.ministrybooks.org/AmanaDsp.cfm?id=4047
https://amanaradio.org.uk/radioplayer/?l=40&p=17&s=&f=uk.lsmradio.com/mp3/John/John_17.mp3
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