
Did you know?

ICAEW's Continuing Professional Development (CPD) 

Regulations have changed. Members are now required to do 

a minimum number of CPD hours per year.

This webinar could contribute to up to 1 hour of verifiable 

CPD, so long as you can demonstrate that the content is 

relevant to your role. 



Charities, tech and the climate
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Who am I?



What is your primary relationship with 
charities?

• Charity employee

• Charity adviser/ auditor/ examiner

• Charity trustee/ treasurer

• Other volunteer

• Other



What is The Wildlife Trusts?



What is Digital 
Transformation then?



‘Applying the culture, processes, 
business models and technologies of the 
internet era to respond to people’s 
raised expectations’

 
- Tom Loosemore



Digital isn’t about ‘using 
computers’ or getting new 
tools.



It’s about using modern 
ways of working to help 
people to do things that 
matter to them.







It is a journey and we 
are not there yet



Understanding of environmental sustainability

e.g. ‘net zero’/mitigation best practice



Action on climate change mitigation and adaptation

The Wildlife Trusts’ (2022) Changing NatureThe Wildlife Trusts' GHG Inventory FY2021-2022The Wildlife Trusts Position on Climate Change

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/sites/default/files/2022-06/AdaptationReport.pdf
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/sites/default/files/2023-08/The%20Wildlife%20Trusts%20Greenhouse%20Gas%20Inventory%20FY21-22.pdf
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/climate-change-position




Holistic

© Rachel Sheriff





Getting the basics right

• Where can technology be helpful?

• Recording

• Reducing

• Replacing



Also getting the basics right

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/sites/default/files/2022-

07/The%20Wildlife%20Trusts%20Greenhouse%20Gas%2

0Inventory%20FY%202020-21.pdf



https://climateaction.tech/actions/reduce-the-carbon-emissions-of-your-website/



Cloud computing, including data 
centres are rapidly expanding, and 
they will make up a much greater 
slice of ICT energy demand by 2030 
– which is forecast to grow to 15-
30% of electricity consumption in 
some countries by 2030. 



Manufacture of devices has significant impacts in 
terms of mining minerals and transportation.

Disposal of devices can result in chemicals leaking 
out of landfill.

Fifty million tons of electronic waste are generated 
every year.

Replace devices less often.

Dispose/ recycle them e.g. at Curry’s

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/12/digital-carbon-

footprint-how-to-lower-electronics

Resources and waste



Uninsulated 

pipes

Reducing energy demand

Outside 

wall of older 

section of 

office



Reducing energy demand



Don’t just buy an app

©  Tay Aziz



Carbon usage 

https://news.climate.columbia.edu/2023/06/09/ais-growing-carbon-footprint/



Finding partners











Access barriers are preventing digital growth

• Cost and access to digital 

expertise are significant 

barriers 

• Limiting development 

• Limiting impact



Digital technologies can play a central role in 
helping us to reduce global greenhouse 
emissions globally.

They have already helped us to cut down on 
tonnes of physical resources. 

They can require a lot of energy and the carbon 
emissions produced from manufacturing, 
powering, and cooling computers, smartphones, 
and data centres can add up.



Behaviours

© Tay Aziz





Reducing our emissions



Alongside all of this



“Action is better than no action.

Something is better than nothing”



© Autumn Barlow
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